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Paradise Lake 2005 Water Quality Report    by Theresa Hasken

A total of 616 lakes were monitored in the Wisconsin in 2005 for water quality; PARADISE LAKE was one of them. Our lake was sampled on 15 different days during the 2005 season. Parameters sampled included 

· [image: image16.wmf]Water clarity 

· Temperature 

· Dissolved oxygen 

· Total phosphorus
· Chlorophyll        
The Secchi readings show that the average water clarity on Paradise Lake is 16.4 feet.  The deepest clarity readings were 18 feet taken in August 2005.  The shallowest reading was 12 feet taken on June 17th.  Rainstorms, windy days, and boat traffic can cause the clarity of the lake to fluctuate.  This is normal and happens on most lakes.  The important thing to watch is how the water clarity changes over time.  It will take a few years of water monitoring to accumulate some data.  The average Secchi disc reading for lakes in our area was 11.4 feet.

Chemistry data was also collected for Paradise Lake.  The average chlorophyll was 2.0ug/ml (compared to the area average of 6.7 ug/ml).  The total phosphorus average was 16.0 ug/ml for Paradise Lake.  This compares to an area lake average of 19.1 ug/ml.  Lakes that contain more than 20 ug/ml of phosphorus may experience noticeable algae blooms.  The overall Trophic State Index (based on chlorophyll) for Paradise Lake is 40.  This TSI suggests that Paradise Lake can be classified as oligotrophic.  

What does all this data mean?

Lakes can be classified by the TSI into different categories. Lakes that experience low levels of productivity are said to be oligotrophic whereas lakes that experience high levels of productivity are classified as eutrophic.  A natural aging process occurs to all lakes causing them to change from oligotrophic to eutrophic over time.  Human activity can accelerate this aging process. 

What can you do?

 Our data indicates that Paradise Lake is indeed one of the best quality lakes is our area.  Our job is to keep it that way for as long as possible.  The phosphorus level on the lake was a little bit on the high end compared to our chlorophyll and secchi disc readings.  Phosphorus is one of the nutrients that plants need to survive in the lake.  Excess phosphorus can lead to an increase in undesirable weeds and algae growth.  Excess weeds are harmful to fish and make the lake less attractive for swimming, boating and other activities.  Some common sources of phosphorus in the lake come from manure, pet wastes, improperly maintained septic systems and misapplication of fertilizers on lawns.  We all need to do our part to maintain the quality of this beautiful lake that we own so that future generations can enjoy it as much as we have.

If you want to help with the water testing, please contact Theresa Hasken or Fred Roediger
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When we think of Paradise Lake we seldom think of aquatic plants or “weeds.”  Since Paradise is an oligotrophic lake we don’t see an abundance of aquatic vegetation or algae.  However due to the high water quality on Paradise there are some very unique species located here.

In an ongoing study of aquatic plant communities by the DNR, aquatic plant species are reported by their Frequency of Occurrence (FOC) throughout the state, based on percent of sites sampled.  Recently the following plant species where identified on Paradise Lake.







Elatine minima – Waterwort








Eleocharus palustris – Creeping Spikerush






Sparganium angustifolium – Narrow Leaf Bur-reed



Juncus pelocarpus – Brown Fruited Rush






Gratiola aurea – Golden Pert








Eriocaulon aquaticum – Pipewort







Lobelia dortmanna – Water Lobelia







Scirpus subterminalis  - Water Bulrush






All of the previous plant species except Water Bulrush have a FOC of 0.1%.  Water Bulrush has a FOC of 0.3%.  The list above is not all of the plants found in Paradise Lake just a few of the most sensitive.  Many of these plants are low growing species common in high quality lakes, but relatively rare on a statewide scale.  The low FOC percentage reflects the scarcity of high quality lake conditions throughout the state.  

If you have any questions on aquatic plants in Paradise Lake please feel free to contact your local DNR office.

Well Water Testing[image: image2.wmf]
It is recommended that existing wells be tested every year. The best time to test your well water is when it is most likely to be unsafe. Statistically these times occur following a period of heavy snow melt in early spring or during the hot stagment time of late summer.

A test kit can be obtained at the Rhinelander courthouse.  The recommended test lab for our area is Water and Enviromental Analysis Lab College of Natural resources UW Stevens Point

Certified bacteria labs can also be found at dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/wells.htm.  In addition to Bacteriological analyses, pH (useful in assessing the corrosive of water to plumbing) Nitrate (can indicate pesticides) and Chloride (indicates contamination for septic and fertilizers) should also be evaluated

A Little Courtesy Goes a Long Way   [image: image3.wmf]  

By Julie Lavender LeDoux

As far as lake history goes, we have the distinction of being the first family on our lake to own a boat suitable for water skiing.  My Dad, Dr. Lavender, introduced his used, 35 horsepower motorboat here in the 1950’s.  He also derived tremendous joy from teaching all the interested kids on our side of lake to ski those many years ago. Folks have been skiing on this lake ever since.

It has been 3 decades since Dad and Mom sold our family’s original cottage, and having returned to the lake several years ago with my husband children, and being avid skiers, we continue to learn about boater safety and courtesy.
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When we took a boater safety class a couple of years ago, we learned that motorboats and the skiers or tubes they pull, must stay 100 feet (about 7 ski-boat lengths) from any dock, other boat or marked swimming area while operating.  We learned that those who use personal watercraft or Jet ski type devices must stay 200 feet from any dock, boat or skier, or marked swimming area while operating and must reduce to slow/ no wake speed when less than 100 feet from shore. Since our lake is so small it is especially important that all of us boaters pay heed to these State Boater Regulations. 

Since our return to Paradise, we have made a point of getting to know our neighbors and becoming better aware of some of their concerns. As a result, it has become our family’s personal “Safety and Courtesy Policy” to attempt to stay as far away from other folks docks and shorelines as we possibly can.  We especially avoid the numerous shallow areas of the lake and use extra caution while boating/skiing/tubing through the narrow passage that connects the two sides of Paradise.

Since it extremely shallow and very narrow by the point, and only as deep as 18” in some spots, we have a policy of making sure all the skiers or tubes we pull stay directly behind the boat as we pass through this area.  This is not only for safety’s sake, but also for courtesy’s sake, since the residence of the point are directly affected by the wakes our boats create.  Also, be aware that the correct direction for boating around a lake is counter clockwise. 
In addition, we make a concerted effort to be aware of the other folks who are using the lake.  When we see others swimming, fishing, sailing, canoeing, kayaking or portioning, we give them as wide a birth as possible, and as needed, decrease our speed to avoid disturbing them. Sometimes we will retreat to the opposite side of the lake or take a break from our boating activities to allow others the opportunity to enjoy the lake without our higher speed boating interfering unduly. We also attempt to do our skiing and tubing during the day and try to leave the after dinner/twilight hours for those who enjoy quieter lake activities.

As boater/residents is also our responsibility to make sure that any of our guests who boat or use PWC’s here know the State Boater Regulations and are made aware of the need to exercise caution and courtesy during their stay.  They should be made aware of the dangerous or shallow areas, as well any sensitivities certain neighbors may have. 

These family policies are common sense precautions that we try to adhere to in order to be good neighbors. As a result, we have received appreciative comments from folks around the lake, and have found that our overall sense of enjoyment has increased since we have good communication and positive relationships with other residents.

It is always a great idea to get out and meet our neighbors, share our mutual love for this lake and get to know each other’s concerns.  If we go out of our way to demonstrate courtesy and kindness, this will go a long way to creating a positive atmosphere and sense of community that we can all enjoy.                                            
.  
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      Newbold Fire Department Picnic, Raffle, & Craft Show

.The Newbold Fire Department will be holding its annual picnic, raffle & craft show on

Saturday, August 19, 2006 from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the fire station on Highway 47. Since most of Paradise is in the town of Newbold, consider yourself invited.  The music will be provided by  “Hand Picked” and DJ. “JAMZ”. This event promises to be a day of fun and relaxation for everyone. Stop by and check out our craft and flea market, featuring many local vendors. Don’t miss out on our large raffle tables, which will be loaded with items donated by local area businesses.

If you are interested in joining our fire department, be sure to stop by and speak with one

of our firefighters or first responders for more information. The Newbold Fire Department has an active Junior Fire Fighter Program. Interested teens from age 12-18 are encouraged to join. Please mark this date on your calendar and don’t miss this special event! As always, there will be games for the young and old alike. Brats, hamburgers, hotdogs, corn on the cob, french fries and a variety of beverages will be available. Everyone is invited! 

Welcome          
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Some new neighbors on Paradise!

Next to Cliff Peterson we welcome Daryl and Robin Nikolaus. They purchased a cottage on Paradise Lake in the fall of 2004.  They have one daughter, Nicole, and two loveable dogs, Jasmine and Rose.  The Nikolaus' have camped and rented a cottage on Plum Lake for over 20 years.  They reside in Oshkosh and plan on retiring to Paradise Lake to enjoy its beautiful views.                                                      
Also welcome to the new owner of George Flynn’s home Jan and Rick Sikorski from Waukesha, Wisconsin. (and "Oscar" the dog) You will see them walking their large white dog every other weekend or so.

	Towering Pines
Summer camp for boys
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Camp Towering Pines
 With over 1000 feet of frontage on Paradise Lake, interest in the boy’s camp is always a matter of talk and rumor. Current rumor is that the camp is sold. 

This writer went to the best source of the truth Mr. John Jordan the owner of Towering Pines. Mr. Jordan and his son Jeff want to reassure all that the camp is not sold, However if we want to keep our beautiful rustic shore line we need to help promote the camp. They are always in need of young boys who are looking for summer fun. The camp offers lots of activities like sailing, canoeing, windsurfing, water skiing, horseback riding, archery, riflery, ecology & zoo, team sports, canoe trips, gymnastics & dance, swimming, drama, tennis, craft and of course swimming.

Their web site is http://www.toweringpinescamp.com/

Did you know that Camp Towering Pines was featured in National Geographic? Talk it up!

Fish Cribs[image: image10.wmf]
According to the Wisconsin DNR placing fish cribs in navigable waters such as Paradise Lake are exempt from needing a permit.  Below are a few of the conditions that if met do not require a permit for the placement of cribs. 

●The fish crib may be placed and maintained only by a riparian, and shall be placed entirely within the riparian’s zone of interest.

●The fish crib may be placed solely for the purpose of improving fish habitat.

●The riparian shall report the placement of the structure to the local department fisheries biologist within 30 days of placement.

●Fish cribs shall be constructed of biological materials, with the exception of fastening and anchoring devices (Items such as tires, scrap metal, etc. are not suitable for fish habitat.  Please dispose of these items in the proper location; the lake is not a dumpsite.)

●Fish cribs may not be placed within 100 feet of swimming beaches or rafts.

The DNR also provides guides on how to best construct fish cribs. 

For further information please contact your local fisheries biologist. 

Speaking of fish; Judy Willis was collecting money for fish stocking.  This practice seems to have stuck a controversial note on this lake. The next edition of the Gazette welcomes your opinions on this 

topic. Send your comments to Marge Berg 8320 Silver Shore Drive.  All points of view are welcome.

Keep Paradise Free of Aquatic Invasive Species 

Here are a few of the common aquatic invasives in our area.

Eurasian Water Milfoil:   Originating in Europe and Asia.  Distribution in Wisconsin primarily in southern portion of state, but spreading north.  It’s fast growing shoots and extensive canopy formation can obstruct recreation and navigation.  The ability to grow in cool water gives it a quick start in the spring.  Eurasian Water Milfoil often crowns and shades native plants, giving it a competitive advantage.

Eurasian Water Milfoil has been the target of many management strategies ranging from harvesting to herbicides.  There has recently been some new evidence that a native weevil (Euhrychiopsis lecontei) may provide a biological control.  This tiny aquatic weevil has been associated with some natural declines of EWM.  The possibility of using a native weevil for biocontrol shows promise.

Curly Leaf Pondweed:  Also originating in Europe CLP was first collected in Wisconsin in 1905, and is now common throughout the state.  The cool water adaptations of the plant allow it to grow under the ice while most plants are dormant.  Curly Leaf dies back in mid-July when other aquatic plants are just reaching peak growth.  This midsummer die-off can release a large amount of nutrients into the water column that can trigger algal blooms and create turbid water conditions.

Rusty Crayfish:  These critters are native to the mid to lower United States.  Present in Wisconsin for many years, “rusties” were introduced as bait.  Rusties are more aggressive than our native crayfish, consume more fish eggs and vegetation and reproduce more rapidly, thereby reducing native populations.  They can cause the decline in plants necessary to the health of a lake or stream.  Do not transport our use live crayfish as bait.

So what can I do?

· Before leaving a water access always inspect and remove visible aquatic plants, animals, mud and debris from your boat, trailer, and equipment.

· Drain water from your boat, motor, bilge and live well, even bait buckets.

· Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash only, never in the water.

· Run personal watercraft engines for 5-10 seconds on the trailer to blow out excess water and plants.

Wis. Statute No. 30.715 prohibits launching a boat, trailer and/or equipment on navigable waters with aquatic plants or zebra mussels attached.
A suggestion from one of our neighbors for the Gazette was to print the bodies of water near Paradise that have” troubled water” Eurasian Water-Milfoil Infestations, Loosetrife or other unwanteds.
The master list would take pages so for this Gazette we will focus on Eurasian Milfoil (EWM) in Oneida and Vilas lakes. EWM can make a lake almost unusable for swimming, fishing and boating. Currently only controversial and expensive chemical treatments are available as treatments.

Keeping our lake Aquatic Invasive Species FREE is the goal.

Big Stone Lake in Oneida County had 342 boats inspected and over 10% had aquatic plants attached.  Please wash your boat if it travels to other bodies of water.
Eurasian Water-Milfoil Infestations
	Vilas
	Arrowhead Lake

	
	Big Sand Lake

	
	Boot Lake

	
	Catfish Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Cranberry Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Duck Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Eagle Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Forest Lake (Goose)

	
	Little St Germain Lake

	
	Long Lake

	
	Lynx Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	North Twin Lake

	
	Otter Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Scattering Rice Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Silver Lake

	
	South Twin Lake

	
	Upper Gresham Lake

	
	Voyageur Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	
	Watersmeet Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	 
	Yellow Birch Lake (Eagle River Chain)

	Oneida
	Bridge Lake

	
	Eagle River (1/4 mile upstream from Burnt Rollaways Dam)

	
	Kathan Lake

	
	Kawaguesaga Lake

	
	Manson Lake

	
	Minocqua Lake

	
	Rainbow Flowage

	
	Sugar Camp Creek

	
	Tomahawk Lake

	
	Tomahawk River

	
	Willow Lake

	 
	Wisconsin River (Below Rainbow Dam)
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Eurasian Watermilfoil      Myriophyllum spicatum                                        
SWIMMER’S ITCH
An annual nuisance known as swimmer’s itch is again making its appearance in Wisconsin lakes. Technically known as schistosome dermatitis, swimmer’s itch appears as red itching, bite-like welts within several hours of leaving the water. The irritation can last from two days to several weeks, depending on the individual’s susceptibility. Preventive measures can be taken, and there are no permanent effects from swimmer’s Itch. 

Swimmer’s Itch is a widespread occurrence in Wisconsin and frequently reported in local lakes such as Lake Tomahawk. There seem to be no special characteristics of lakes having the problem. Some of the finest recreational waters in the state experience swimmer’s itch annually, whereas other lakes may have an occasional outbreak or none at all. An outbreak may be severe, but last for only a few days, or can be minor and last much of the season.

[image: image12.wmf]The irritation is caused during a life stage of a flatworm parasite (Schistosome) which lives as an adult in suitable mammals and birds, such as mice and ducks. The adult worm sheds its eggs via the host’s excretory tract into the water. Here they hatch into a free-swimming stage called a miracidium. The miracidium swim in search of a proper second host animal, a particular type of snail. If a proper snail is found, the miracidium will penetrate into the snail’s tissue and undergo further development. After a three- or four-week development period, another free-swimming stage called a cercaria emerges from the snail in search of the proper primary bird or mammal host.

The cercariae release normally occurs when the water temperatures reach their near-maximum summer temperature. This usually occurs in late June or early July in northern Wisconsin, coinciding with peak water recreational activities. It is at this time that the organism can accidentally contact bathers and cause swimmer’s itch. In years of warm spring weather, swimmer’s itch has occurred as early as May in northwestern Wisconsin.

The cercariae may not penetrate the skin until after the bather leaves the water, at which time the person may feel a slight tingling sensation. The cercariae are soon killed by the body’s natural defense mechanism, but will continue to cause irritation. Studies have shown that 30-40% of individuals contacting the parasites are sensitive and experience irritation. 

Preventive measures can be taken to either reduce exposure or attempt to prevent the penetration. Swimming rather than playing or wading in shallow water will reduce exposure. If swimmer’s itch is known to be present, avoid swimming when winds are likely to be carrying cercariae into the beach. Swim offshore if possible. Brisk and vigorous toweling immediately after leaving the water can crush the cercariae before they can penetrate the skin. Once the irritation has developed, various soothing lotions or ointments may be applied to relieve the itching. For severe cases, prescription antihistamines and topical steroid creams may be prescribed by a physician.

There is no effective way for people to eliminate swimmer’s itch on their beach. Any attempts to control swimmer’s itch by treatment to kill either the cercariae or their snail hosts are ineffective because cercariae are capable of swimming or drifting long distances from non-treated areas. It makes no difference if your beach area is sandy, rocky or weedy. Host snails will live on all sites and one species which commonly harbors swimmer’s itch actually prefers sandy-bottom areas.

Feeding of ducks should be discouraged if swimmer’s itch is known to be a problem on the lake, since waterfowl are an important adult host to the parasite. New occurrences of swimmer’s itch seem to be strongly associated with people feeding and attracting ducks. 

Here in Wisconsin, it’s best to regard swimmer’s itch in the same manner as mosquitoes, wood ticks and deer flies; there really is nothing that can be done to eliminate them, and our best action is to learn how to reduce exposure. Often these creatures we consider pests are signs of a healthy and diverse outdoors environment. Overall they shouldn’t discourage us from enjoying the many outdoor activities we can experience when we venture into their outdoor habitat.

In Memoriam 

  Over the last 24 months we have lost two long- term Paradise lake Residents
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 Helen Clara Nierode
Helen Clara (Mehring) Nierode, a long time Paradise Lake resident, passed away at the Lasata Care Center in Cedarburg, Wisconsin on November 15, 2005 at the age of 93 years.  She was born September 5, 1912 in Port Washington, Wisconsin along with a twin brother Harold Mehring.  She married Erwin Nierode June 12, 1937 at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Port Washington, Wisconsin.  She is the dear mother of Barbara (Wayne) Schei and Dale (Patricia) Nierode. Further survived by 3 grandchildren, Trisha, Melissa (Kenny) Miller, and Mark (Joy) Nierode; twin brother, Harold (Dorothy) Mehring; nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.  Helen was preceded in death by Erwin (11/28/88) her husband of 51 years

Helen worked at the Wisconsin Electric Power Company retail store in Port Washington after High School graduation until her marriage to Erv.  The two met through mutual friends.  The most memorable story of their courtship involved Erv constantly traveling on the Interurban train between Cedarburg and Port Washington to be with Helen to the point of always pressing the time schedule for the last train to depart.  He became such a regular, late night traveler that the conductor would always delay the train until Erv arrived.  Helen was a stay at home Mom, only resuming part time work when her youngest was well into High School. Helen moved to Paradise Lake in 1973, Helen was often seen on her “walk” along Silver shore Drive and Lane.

All who knew her misses her warm and loving nature.  She was truly a humble person in God’s sight.  The blessing aspect of Alzheimer’s disease toward the end of her life enabled her to easily tolerate rehabilitation for broken bones twice, and to have no earthly cares about death.  The nurses recount that her last few days on earth were spent in bed humming songs that we believe were probably her favorite hymns.

 Dr. John Allan Lavender 1923-2004 

A tribute to Dr Lavender from his daughter Julie Lavender LeDoux 

My Dad, John Lavender, bought one of only 5 or 6 cottages on what was then called Clear Lake back in the 1950’s. He borrowed funds and scrimped and saved out of his pastor’s salary to buy the 600 feet of frontage at the east end of the lake on County Road “O” which he named “Shorewood Acres.”

There was originally a very primitive one-room log cabin on the property with the proverbial outhouse on it, along with a woodstove for heat and a hand pump for water.  I remember my mom bathing me in the kitchen sink and pumping the water with that wonderful old pump.

My Dad loved this lake and the thick woods that used to surround our cottage.  He loved coming up here and working with his hands.  He built the home that the Hyrcynas now own. My folks sold that to the Brushabers when I was 13. Oh how I cried and cried.  I hated to say good bye, but my Dad made sure I did all of my favorite things that last summer we were up here. He had the foresight to kept 200 feet of frontage next to it, but to me leaving Shorewood Acres was the end of all my most precious childhood experiences. 

The highlight of Dad’s year was his first boat ride out on the lake each summer.  He said he looked forward to it all year long.  He would climb into our little used motorboat with the 35 horse power engine and run it full throttle around the lake and feel the wind in his face and enjoy the sparkling water. Ours was the first boat of its kind here.

Dad loved to water ski and somehow every year we managed to pull his big 6’2” frame out of the water with that little 35 horsepower boat.  He also taught all the kids on our side of the lake to water-ski.  I remember how exciting it was when my turn came.

He cheered me on every step of the way.

Dad was a also great friend with Mr.Oscar F. Gottlieb.  His granddaughter, Melinda Eisenmann, told me a couple of summers ago that Dad and a friend were out in our little motorboat one day and somehow and fell out…they were in the water laughing heartily as the boat ran circles around them. Oscar and Melinda had to row out and rescue them. I love to think of my Dad having so much fun and having such good friends here.

This lovely place gave him a chance to rest and laugh and experience a childlikeness that was often hard for him to do since he carried the cares and concerns of so many others in his role as pastor.  This place also helped my Dad give those simple joys to me.  My favorite family memories are of our times here on this clear little lake.

I never could have imagined that, 30 years later, my husband and I would be able to build a home on that remaining 200 feet of frontage we purchased from Dad.  What a dream come true to be able to share all of this with our own children.  Dad came up to see our place here the year before he died. He watched his grandchildren water ski and he took his very last boat ride around the lake, enjoying the feel of the wind on his face and the sparkling water.  Now he is truly in Paradise, and we look forward to joining my mother and him there one day.  Until then, we are deeply thankful just as our folks were, for the Paradise Lake we have the privilege of sharing with all of our neighbors here.
Letters to Editor

Richard and I are very impressed with the first issue of the Gazette. Thank you for publishing it Thanks Loads Marie Willis

A big hug and thank you to Helen Oswald for her thoughtful Christmas gift of cookies to all the year round residents on Paradise   Marge Berg

Editor note. Please send Gazette article ideas to Margie Keehn    Margaret.keehn@med.ge.com or Marge Berg 715-479-7499 
CLASSIFIEDS           [image: image14.png]



Love seat, Early American 40$ Very good condition   479-9868. If no answer, please call again.

Magic Chef Electric smooth top stove/oven combo Color Bisque like new $450 479-7499

Paddle Boat great condition $200 (a real deal) call 715 479 2135

Lakeland Aerial Photo has captured Paradise Lake from the air.-contact Kyle Tostenson at 715-360-0831.
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