[image: image1.wmf]THE PARADISE LAKE Gazette.. All the news that is fit to print.

First Edition July 2005

This is the first edition of the Paradise Lake Gazette.  After last years Memorial weekend meeting, the idea of a lake association seemed to resonate with many, however the volunteers to run an association were sparse.  Also, the neighbors who were against an association felt very strongly that an association would only bring the DNR, a water ski ban, and rules; a red state, blue state standoff on Paradise. Several folks recommended some neighborly communication; exchanging ideas and solving lake concerns in a positive manner.

So the outcome is the Gazette. It will offer information, editorial, some local happenings, lake history, classifieds, and essentially anything someone submits that is without curse words and religious opinion. (We have enough controversy on this little hamlet).  The plan is to publish twice a year, with the option for special editions. Please send your articles to Marge Berg at 8230 Silver Shore Drive or [thebergs@nnex.net]

PARADISE LAKE is PART is of a STATE WATER TESTING PROGRAM by Theresa Hasken

Several neighbors have taken on the task of monitoring Paradise for water clarity.

There are currently about a thousand volunteers monitoring the water clarity of Wisconsin's lakes.  Volunteers observe and document quality by measuring water clarity with a Secchi disc.  This 8 inch black and white disc is lowered into the water on a marked rope until it can no longer be seen.  This depth is recorded. This simple measurement will allow us to compare the water quality of Paradise Lake to hundreds of other lakes in Wisconsin. 
[image: image2.wmf]After several years the data will indicate whether the lake water quality is improving, declining, or remaining the same over time.  At the end of the season the data will be summarized in an annual report and we can compare Paradise Lake to other lakes in the area.  If you are interested in helping, contact.   Theresa Hasken at 715-479-1971

UW STEVENS POINT WATER EXPERT TO SPEAK

Dear neighbors of Paradise Lake, 

We have a great opportunity this August 6th 2005 at 10 a.m. to gather together at the community center in St.Germain to listen to Mr. Bob Korth.  Mr. Korth is the Wisconsin lakes specialist at the University of Wisconsin in Stevens Point. He will answer any questions that you may have concerning water quality and also pros and cons of lake associations.  There is a web site from the U W. concerning lakes, go to " uwexlakes". I hope to see you all there. The information that we gain will only help the beautiful lake that we surround.  By Thomas H. Noesen
[image: image3.wmf]STATE BOATING LAWS by Bob Mayer
Greetings Friends and neighbors:  While a treasure for recreation and beauty all year round, Paradise Lake provides a particular attraction for summer vacation activities. Some of us fish, sail, swim, ski, or listen to the whisper of cooling breezes, bask in the shimmer of summer sun and muse at the tapestry of the birches and pines. However we recreate, however we live our lives, we are partnered with the guy next door with the chain saw, the kid out with his dad trying to catch his first fish, and the group studying the haunts and habits of the loons. But the one partner we tend to overlook is good ol’ Mother Nature. She’s been here a long time and made the lake and land work in harmony. Otherwise why are we even here?

When you renewed your boat license you should have received a copy of the Wisconsin boating regulations or read them on the Internet, like I did. They are based on common sense and courtesy which when disregarded, result in physical injury and alienation of the residents. Most of us know the regulations; generally stay 100 ft. from shore and any fixed object or swimmer in an other than slow-no-wake condition. Play nice together and be safe. How well do you judge 100 feet and the safety margins at speed? Well many properties on Paradise at the lake are100 feet wide, that should offer a good guide.

Also, did you clean your boat before launching?

Jet skis; effective August 1, 1998, no person may operate a personal watercraft (jet ski) faster than slow-no-wake within 200 feet of shore on any lake in Wisconsin. The eastern section is 700 ft across and the western about 900 ft. The passage at the narrows is only 270 ft and less with piers.  Be Aware
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SOME PARADISE LAKE HISTORY

“Four Bees and a Honey” by Carol Mayer


Around the turn of the last century, August and Helen Walkowski relocated from Bevent Wisconsin in the middle of the state to build a home in the north woods.  They settled on Swamp Lake, now Nokomis, just to the west of Clear Lake, now Paradise. Their home was always open to their relatives and their nephews and nieces would spend their summers with them, enjoying the great outdoors.  Horse and buckboard would pick them up from the train station in Eagle River for the trip to the lake.  After many such wonderful summers, the nephews, now grown men, and their sister, now a lady wanted a place of their own.  Henry, Augie, Edmund, Ervin (the four bees) and Terry Cira (the honey) contacted Mr. Nimczyk and offered to buy a piece of the property he owned on Clear Lake.  200 feet of lake front for $200 was quite a lot of money in 1939. They purchased an old logging kitchen which was rolled onto the property and thus started an entire family’s vacation haven.  Many of their brothers and sisters honeymooned there, including the four bees and the honey. It got so crowded, that in fact three of the bees found their own hives. 


This left Henry (and wife Irene) and Terry (married to Wally Lando) as co-owners.  The homestead was now known as “Land-o Cira”, a smaller version of  Land-o-Lakes, describing upper Wisconsin and Minnesota. Perch and bass were plentiful and the catfish or bullheads even made the occasional meal.  The big trophy fish were caught in the surrounding lakes and the clear cold spring waters of Clear Lake were a swimmer’s delight.  Two more parcels of land were added to the property and the big pines were harvested to make a more suitable cottage for their growing families.  In 1950, the new cottage was ready for its debut. In 2005 we still call it “the new cottage” although thousands of footprints have worn away the newness.  Henry purchased the property from Terry when she no longer could come up alone. In the early 1960’s you could walk around the lake and see but a handful of cabins. We were practically the only ones making noise, except at that time it was more laughing and canon balls off the end of the dock.  Many of us never got out of our swim suits, we slept in them, picked berries in them, and wore them under our work clothes in hopes of getting back into the lake.  
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Retirement saw Irene and Hank staying in the cottage for three seasons, leaving for Milwaukee in the winter months. Now a new generation stands ready to enjoy Paradise Lake as Hank and Irene’s great grandchildren are being born. And as they sit on the swing, enjoying the solitude, there will always be stories about the “good ol’ days” and the good days to come.  
FISH

Several neighbors investigated the opportunity to have UW Stevens Point study Paradise Lake for fish stocking. A neighbor offered their home for a warmer overnight, and the students ( at no charge) netted various species of fish and reported out the results. UW Stevens Point is considered the best school in the entire Midwest for water studies. Neighbors are pursing a speaker to sum up the fish study for next steps, more information will be passed along in the next Gazette.

More FISH

Judy Willis is collecting money to stock the lake. All interested parties should contact Judy at 715-479-6365
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[image: image7.wmf]LOONS, LOONS, LOONS   by Nancy Cameron

After having been invited by friends to go on a loon observation at Fawn Lake last summer, I accepted the invitation by a member of Siquid Olson Enviromental Institute to do a loon watch on our lake, and observe loon activity.

Our first loon was spotted around April 12th. On April 26 two loons were observed swimming, and were seen frequently.

We have had more loon activity during April and May than in past years, which could mean our lake was chosen for a resting site.

Loons must have lakes with clear water as they are sight feeders. These lakes must contain small fish, as loons swallow food whole.  Loons lay two eggsbut usually only one will hatch. Both parents will participate in chick rearing, so one can feed while the other protects the young.

Loon observation should be done from a distance of 200 feet or more, so as not to disturb them. Loons can be very tolerant of humans playing, successfully raising their young on lakes that have active recreation. However while using the lake be mindful of the loons presence and have the courtesy to give them space.  If you do this, we will be fortunate to have loons on Paradise for many years to come. 

This information came from the Loon Watch Newsletter. 

[image: image8.wmf]Loons migrate to Texas and other southern states. I saw some in Galveston TX last February. Thanks to Renee Fisher and Kathy Lamb for helping me in loon sighting. Enjoy the lake and the loons.  

LAKE FACTS
Did you know Paradise Lake is described as an oligotrophic lake, clear water, sandy bottom and reduced nutrients, deep and cold. Populations of algae and the animals that feed on them are lower in oligotrophic lakes because of low nutrient concentrations. Thus the water remains clear. Two examples of extremely deep oligotrophic lakes are Lake Superior and Lake Tahoe

CLASSIFIEDS

Sail boat  SuperSnark 11feet 38’beam excellent condition  Perfect for beginners $500 or best offer. 715-479-7499

Green and Brown Braided Rugs for sale, several sizes good condition. Contact: Margaret at 479-2124. If no answer, please call again.

Lakeland Aerial Photo has captured Paradise Lake from the air. If you are interested in purchasing the photo’s contact  Kyle Tostenson at  715-360-0831
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